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UNIT – II
Organized Charity

Meaning of Charity- Charity means helping people without expecting anything in return 
Quite often charity, particularly the giving of alms, is also considered social work,

which is not correct. Every religion enjoys charity, and some forms of charity is an essential element in the practice of all religions".

The Webster Dictionary defines charitable actions as alms giving or performing other benevolent actions of any sort for the needy without expectation of material reward. It’s not applicable strictly in the professional Social Work.

Charity and the Professional Social Worker

The Professional Social Worker is a person who finds Social Work as his way for living. The Social Worker provides professional service as he /she is a person who also has the necessity for living and helping others. The Social Worker dedicates his life for others no matter what he specializes on (HRM/CD/MNP/HR/FCW).
. CHARITY in various religions
Most of the organized religions all over the world have advocated charity as a great

virtue which their followers must possess. 

Rig Veda – Rudra the God said,”The one who gives shines the most”
Bagavat Gita –Arjuna gives advice to Lord Krishna that,”Without expecting any benefit from others you must do your duty”

The Hindu religion sanctifies charity. The earliest reference to charity can be traced in the Rig Veda, the oldest, wherein the god Rudra is highly praised for giving many gifts. Encouraging charity it mentions (1 .XIII.2): " May the one who gives shine most". All the Hindu scriptures unequivocally advocate the virtue  of charity which must be unfailingly practiced by every householder. Charity has been glorified as an exercise in spirituality and socially sanctioned as a duty to be performed by every Hindu to pay the Rinas (varied kinds of debts which every Hindu owes). However, it has also been cautioned that charity should be given to a person who deserves it. The Atri Samhita clearly mentions that an undeserving person who accepts help, commits theft, and the persons who helps him1 her abets the theft. Generally,men including Brahmins (scholars seriously devoted to studies) and disabled were considered to be the eligible persons.

The Bible – Jesus told ‘Love your neighbours as you love yourself”.
Christianity advocates brotherly by love. "Suppose that a man has the worldly goods

he needs, and sees his brother go in want, if he steals his heart against his brother,

how can we say that the love of God dwells in him." Jesus Christ himself said: "I was

hungry and you gave me food; thirsty and you gave me drink; I was stranger and you brought me home; naked and you clothed me, sick and you cared for me, and a

prisoner and you came to me . . . . Believe me, when you did it to one of the least of

my brothren, you did it to me."(Mathew 3 18-22)

· In Matthew Chapter 5, Jesus said “Happy are those who are merciful to others; God will be merciful to them, Happy are those who work for peace; God will call them his children”.
· In Luke Chapter 5, verse7 ,Jesus said” If someone takes your coat,let him have your shirt as well.Give to everyone who asks you for something,and when someone takes what is yours,do not ask for it back.Do for others just what you want them  to do for you.”
· In Luke Chapter 14 verse 12,Jesus said”when you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind also and you will be blessed, because they are not able to pay you back. God will repay you on the day the good people rise from death.”

Koran – In Islam (ZAKAT – helping the needy),”a true believer of Allah should for himself and for the one who is in need.15% of your earning should be given for Charity work.The tenets of Islam are:

Khairat-Charity to poor

Zucat-Charity to society

Fitrah-Charity to neighbour

In Islam, charity has been depicted as equivalent to prayer, Mujeeb (1968:324) writes:

"As every Muslim must pray, he must also, if he possessed the prescribed minimum

of property, pay a contribution to the public treasury (bait al mal). Apart from obligatory

payments, generosity and hospitality, feeding of the hungry and provision of amenities

for travellers have been imposed on the Muslim as obligations that are almost as

binding as any religious injunction." On special occasions Muslims distribute sweets,

h i t s and even money among their fiends, relatives and poor. The giving of alms is

one of the five basic tenets of Islam; and Waqf, dedication of property for purposes

of charity, is an important part of Muslim law. Zuckat, Fitrah, Sadqua or Khairat are

noteworthy concepts of Islam related to charity. Under Zuckat every pious Muslim is

required to spend one fortieth of his annual income on charity. It is the God's portion.

Under Fitrah, those who possess gold, jewellery, house or any kind of valuable assets

are required to pay 2.5% of their savings which is distributed among poor and needy.

In addition, each family is required to distribute 3.5 kg wheat for each of its member

among indigent. Sadqa or Khairat is the alm which every one can give according to

his/ her wish or desire. Even on important ceremonies like Aquiqa (hair shaving of

child for the first time) a devout Muslim must sacrifice one goat in case of a girl or

two goats in case of a boy and divide the meat thereof into three parts and distribute

one part among poor and one part among relatives, retaining only one part to be

consumed by family members. Even the sale proceeds of skins of goat(s) and cash

or silver equal to the weight of hair of the child should be distributed among poor.

Zorostrians, the followers of Zarathrushtra and commonly known as Parsis in India,

believe in "Ushta Ahmai Yehmai Ushta Kehmaichit" (Gatha Ushtavaiti) which means "Happiness unto him, who renders Happiness unto others." Panchayats and Anjamans of Parsis as also Parsi trusts have done a commendable work in the area of helping the poor and needy.

In Judaism Alms giving is necessary for entry into the kingdom of God. The Old Testament has laid a great stress on charity. Jews have been enjoined upon

to obey God and to care for the needy. Love for the neighbours has been advocated

as an important duty in Judaism.

Buddhism and Jainism both have advocated compassion for the pour and needy

where fiom emanates all kind of charity.Charity whether in cash or kind, is different from social work in the sense that the former results in temporary relief and makes the recipient dependent on the donor whereas the latter though having its roots in charity, develops the capacity for selfhelp among people either by rendering service to them or by introducing required changes in the obstructive and depriving social system.In Buddhism, Buddha told the people about the concept of love,non-violence,non-aggressive nature.In Jainism ,Mahavira told the people that one will get salvation when he helps the poor.

In Sikhisim,Guru Govind Singh(14th Guru) inculcated charity as a means of finding God in other people. Even today in the Golden temple in Amristar free food is served to all people no matter to what to what religion or class or caste they belong to.Sikh history is replete with innumerable examples of voluntary service to the entire humanity, irrespective of any sect or cult for God's pleasure or divine grace. Guru

Nanak Dev has clearly said: "He who serves others in the world, get a seat in

the court of God." Guru Govind Singh issued an edict vide which every Sikh is

required to part with one- tenth (dasawandh) of his income in favour of his community.(Singh, 1968:334-340)

Charity in the Western World

*Refer to notes on COS (Charity organization Society) and settlement Houses 
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